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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

COMMISSIONER OF PAENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 2023 



1) The claims of this application contain underlining or brackets that are intended to appear in the 
printed patent or are properly part of the claimed material. The brackets or underlining are not intended to 
indicate amendments or changes in the claims. Under these conditions, proposed amendments to the claims 
may not be made by underlining words added or by bracketing words to be deleted. Accordingly, the 
proposed amendment to the claims has not been entered. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(d). 

It is suggested that Applicants delete the underlining used while reciting the bacterial species and 
instead, italicize the names of bacterial species in the claims. 

Applicant is given the time remaining in the period for response set in the last Office action or a ONE 
month time limit from the date of this letter, whichever is the longer, within which to complete the response. 
NO EXTENSION OF THIS TIME LIMIT MAY BE GRANTED UNDER EITHER 37 C.F.R § 1.136(a) 
OR (b), BUT THE PERIOD FOR RESPONSE SET IN THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MAY BE 
EXTENDED UP TO A MAXIMUM PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS. 

2) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be 
directed to S. Devi, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 308-9347. A message may be left on 
Examiner's voice mail system. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7.1 5 a.m 
to 4. 15 p.m. except one day each bi-week. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Lynette Smith, can be reached on (703) 308-3909. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
308-4242 which receives papers 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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S. Devi, Ph.D. 
Patent Examiner 
June 2001 



